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less likely there will be educational excel-
lence if there’s power in Washington, DC,
because the schools in Georgia are different
in many ways from the issues that face Texas
schools. And so we should not try to fed-
eralize education, but there are some things
we can do by spending money wisely and in-
sisting upon local control of schools and ac-
countability.

After those needs are met, you’re the per-
son I want spending your own money. As a
matter of fact, it’s not the Government’s
money; it’s yours to begin with. And that’s
kind of what I’m trying to get changed, the
whole attitude about the people’s money.

As a matter of fact, we’re not giving you
any money back. As a matter of fact, I am
trying to advocate that we’re not going to take
it in the first place, so you get to keep it.
You know, we’re spending on tax cuts. Well,
that’s kind of contradictory language because
it’s your money. And anyway, it’s a mindset
that I’m trying to get—trying to impress
upon the people.

And the best way to get this done, in my
opinion, is to rally the will of the people. I’ve
got great faith in the American people, and
that’s what this is all about. And so I’m so
honored that you all are giving me a chance.
It’s an educational experience for me. It’s a
heartening experience for me, and it’s a
chance for me to move around the country,
to get outside of Washington and sit face to
face with real Americans who are working
hard for their families, love their kids, love
their country.

And so it’s an honor to be here, Bill. And
thank you all very much, Lydia. Thanks to
the moms. I thank you for your courage and
your love, and God bless you all.

Participant. Thank you, Mr. President.
God bless America.

The President. Thank you. Thanks for
coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
auditorium of Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at
Egleston. In his remarks, he referred to Bill
Woods, chief medical officer, Lydia Gonzalez
Ryan, clinical director, and Tommy Winfield, staff
member, AFLAC Cancer and Blood Disorders
Program, and Jim Tally, president and chief exec-
utive officer, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta;
and Cynthia DeWild, whose son Joseph is a pa-

tient in the AFLAC Cancer and Blood Disorders
Program, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta.

Memorandum on Certification for
Major Illicit Drug Producing and
Drug Transit Countries
March 1, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2001–12

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Certification for Major Illicit Drug
Producing and Drug Transit Countries

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
section 490(b)(1)(A) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’),
I hereby determine and certify that the fol-
lowing major illicit drug producing and/or
major illicit drug transit countries have co-
operated fully with the United States, or have
taken adequate steps on their own, to achieve
full compliance with the goals and objectives
of the 1988 United Nations Convention
Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances:

The Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, People’s Re-
public of China, Colombia, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, India,
Jamaica, Laos, Mexico, Nigeria, Paki-
stan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Thailand,
Venezuela, and Vietnam

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
section 490(b)(1)(B) of the Act, I hereby de-
termine and certify that, for the following
major illicit drug producing and/or major il-
licit drug transit countries that do not qualify
for certification under section 490(b)(1)(A),
the vital national interests of the United
States require that assistance not be withheld
and that the United States not vote against
multilateral development bank assistance:

Cambodia and Haiti
Analysis of the relevant U.S. vital national

interests and risks posed thereto, as required
under section 490(b)(3) of the Act, is at-
tached for these countries.

I have determined that the following major
illicit drug producing and/or major illicit drug
transit countries do not meet the standards
for certification set forth in section 490(b):
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Afghanistan and Burma

In making these determinations, I have
considered the factors set forth in section 490
of the Act, based on the information con-
tained in the International Narcotics Control
Strategy Report of 2001. Given that the per-
formance of each of these countries has dif-
fered, I have attached an explanatory state-
ment for each of the countries subject to this
determination.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination to the Congress im-
mediately and to publish it in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Critical
Infrastructure Protection

March 1, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 1053 of the Defense

Authorization Act of 2001 (Public Law 106–
398), enclosed is a comprehensive report de-
tailing the specific steps taken by the Federal
Government to develop critical infrastruc-
ture assurance strategies as outlined by Presi-
dential Decision Directive No. 63 (PDD–
63).

This report was drafted by the previous
Administration and is a summary of their ef-
forts as of January 15. However, since this
requirement conveys to my Administration,
I am forwarding the report.

Critical infrastructure protection is an
issue of importance to U.S. economic and
national security, and it will be a priority in
my Administration. We intend to examine
the attached report and other relevant mate-
rials in our review of the Federal Govern-
ment’s critical infrastructure protection ef-
forts.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 1, 2001.

Proclamation 7411—Women’s
History Month, 2001
March 1, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In 1845, journalist and author Margaret

Fuller laid out her hope for the future of
this Nation’s women: ‘‘We would have every
arbitrary barrier thrown down. We would
have every path laid open to women as freely
as to men. If you ask me what offices they
may fill, I reply—any, I do not care what
case you put; let them be sea captains, if you
will.’’

More than 150 years later, we are closer
than ever to realizing Margaret Fuller’s
dream. Women account for nearly half of all
workers. Today, women are ‘‘captains’’ of
their own destinies, and they will continue
to help shape our Nation’s future. Women
hold 74 seats in the United States Congress,
more than at any time in our country’s his-
tory, and women own more than 9 million
businesses employing more than 27.5 million
workers. Through their tireless service on a
daily basis, the women of our Nation have
woven the fabric of families and commu-
nities. They contribute immeasurably
through faith-based and community organi-
zations.

Our Nation’s women could not be where
they are—nor could our country be where
it is—without the strength and courage, wis-
dom and persistence of those who preceded
them. America has been blessed with women
like Harriet Beecher Stowe, Susan B. An-
thony, and Jane Addams, all of whom refused
to accept oppression as inevitable. Female
political leaders including Margaret Chase
Smith and Eleanor Roosevelt forever
changed the face of American government.
Women have played a vital role in educating
our Nation: Mary Lyon, Dorothea Dix, Eliza-
beth Blackwell, and Mary McLeod Bethune
all fought history and stereotypes to become
scholars in their own right and pass their
knowledge to subsequent generations. Simi-
larly, female authors such as Anne Brad-
street, Emily Dickinson, Pearl Buck, and
Zora Neale Hurston represent only a small
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